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of the teacher. By all means let him
read the ' Trinklieder,' but then let him
be hearty about it, and leave outside
his class-room the 'steife Wiirde,' which
so easily becomes second nature in his
calling—Dulce periculum est!

Dr. Schonack regrets the passing of
the old ' Oberlehrer' into the new
' Unterrichtsbeamte.' But he faces

facts, and has done a manful best to
save essentials. He could make a more
beautiful shoe if he might choose his
leather; he is ready to turn out a
serviceable one with the material which
his Government provides.

A. O. PRICKARD.

Shotover, Fleet, Hants.

SHORT NOTICES

Isidori Hispalensis Episcopi Etymolo-
giarum sive Originum Libri XX. recog-
novit brevique adnotatione critica in-
struxitW. M. LINDSAY in Universitate
Andreana Litterarum Humaniorum
Professor. Scriptorum Classicorum
Bibliotheca Oxoniensis. 2 vols.
Clarendon Press: Henry Frowde,
1911. Price 9s.

ALTHOUGH the apparatus criticus of Pro-
fessor Lindsay's edition of the Origines
of Isidorus, Bishop of Seville from
600 A.D. to 636, is of necessity limited
by space, the text and critical notes
now published for the average reader
have small need of the apology with
which they are prefaced. Professor
Lindsay indeed looks forward to an
edition on a much larger scale and
makes many valuable suggestions for
this in an article in the Classical
Quarterly, vol. v., p. 42.

In the preface to his edition Professor
Lindsay distinguishes three families of
MSS.: (a) Francicae sive integrae ;
(b) Italicae sive contractae; (c) His-
panicae sive interpolatae.

It is shown on the evidence of their
variations that the MS. from which the
archetypes of these three families were
derived must have been, like the original
MS. which Isidore sent to Braulio in
response to his importunity codex in-
emendatus.

The important thing for the ideal
editor is, as Professor Lindsay observes
in the article already mentioned, to
achieve a clear presentation of the diver-
gencies of the archetypes oftjie three families,
and not to obscure it with a too conscientious

record of the aberrations of isolated scribes.
In the MS. sent to Braulio doubtless
many sentences were not written in
full, and this would of course lead to
many divergencies.

The edition is not unnecessary;
Otto's, published about eighty years
ago, has but a poor text, while Arevalo's
(Migne's Patrologia) has practically no
apparatus criticus.

For the sources of Isidorus' work,
until the ideal edition appears, we are
referred to Arevalo's edition where a
considerable number, but not all are
mentioned. Variations in orthography
are, as a rule, not noticed in Professor
Lindsay's edition.

The Origines of Isidorus are not in
any sense original, yet there is much of
interest to be gathered from his com-
pilations of earlier writings. He had
evidently a great desire for knowledge
for himself, and with it a lack of con-
fidence in the judgment and incorrupti-
bility of others which led him to pin his
unfortunate monks down to the study
of the grammarians only in Classical
Literature.

He traverses the whole realm of know-
ledge; at times he is most irrelevant,
but none the less interesting for that.
The section on metre and the various
forms of poetry is interesting. He finds
the cento worthy of as full mention as
any form of poem, a thing not surprising
considering his period and his own style
of writing. To David is ascribed the
origin of the hymn. For Isidorus the
first epithalamium was allegorical, that
of Solomon. Among the Greeks as-
tronomy was first studied by Atlas
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' Graeci autetn dicnnt hanc artem (i.e. astro-
nomicam) ab A tlante prius excogitam;
ideoque dictus est sustinuisse caelutn.'

Isidorus' derivations are interesting if
uncritical, e.g. ' Nox a nocendo dicta,
eo quod oculis noceat. . . . Tenebras
autem dictas, quod teneant umbras.

' Mane lux matura et plena, nee iam
crepusculum et dictum mane a mano;
manum enim antiqui bonum dicebant.
Quid enim melius luce. Alii mane
aestimant vocari a Manibus, quorum
conversatio a luna ad terram est. Alii
putant ab aere, quia manus, id est rarus,
est atque perspicuus.'

A study of Isidorus is not unprofitable,
and here we have an edition admirably
adapted for the convenience of the
reader. S. E. JACKSON.

Paddington and Maida Vale
High School, W.

A History of the Ancient World. By
GEORGE WILLIS BOTSFORD. I vol.
I2mo. Pp. xviii + 588. 37 maps and
plans. 171 illustrations, including
many reproductions from photographs.
New York: The Macmillan Co., 1911.
6s. 6d. net.

PROFESSOR BOTSFORD has compressed
into this volume a narrative of general
history down to the times of Charles the
Great. It is intended for use as a text-
book in secondary schools, and the
author claims that his book ' meets new
demands in the study of ancient history
in secondary schools by laying stress on
causal relations and the significance of
events and on culture and social life.'
But if. causal relations and the signifi-
cance of events are written down in the
text-book, they become facts to be learnt
in precisely the same way as the events
themselves. They can become the
subject-matter of intellectual exercises
only when the pupil is made, under the
teacher's guidance, to discover them for
himself. Again, when stress on cultural
activities means such bare statements
as these, 'The Letters of Pliny the
Younger are valuable for the study of the
times, but show a decline in style,1
' The Lives of the Caesars from Julius to
Domitian, by Suetonius, is a chaotic
mixture of useful facts and foolish

gossip,'' Appian of Alexandria wrote a
narrative History of Rome, which we find
very useful,' these literary judgments
can have no value or real meaning to a
pupil who has not read the books.

The guide to historical literature at
the end of each chapter will be useful to
students more advanced than the pupils
of our secondary schools. English
readers will be interested in the references
to American methods in politics, e.g.
' the power of Augustus was exercised,
not as a magistrate, but as a political
boss,' ' people called upon the Emperor
to right all their wrongs, in some such
way as the people of the United States
are more and more inclined to depend1

upon the President.' The numerous
maps and illustrations are excellent.

A. J. B. GREEN.

98, Hills Road, Cambridge.

Histoire de VAntiquite. Par EDUARD
MEYER. Tome I., traduit par
Maxime David. 8vo. Pp. viii + 284.
Paris : Librairie Paul Geuthner, 1912.
7 fr. 50.

PROFESSOR MEYER began the publica-
tion of his Geschichte des Alterthums in
1884. He was then able to write the
history of the East, and of early Greece
in two volumes; but when a new edition
was needed a few years ago, he felt that
he could not do justice to the results of
recent historical research except by re-
writing entirely this early history. The
first two volumes of the first edition are
now replaced by four volumes, three
containing the actual history, and one
containing a preliminary discussion of
the problems of anthropology and of
historic method. It is this preliminary
volume that M. David has translated
into clear and concise French. Trans-

'lations of volumes II., III. and IV. of the
new edition are in course of preparation,
andvolumes V. to VIII. will be translated
as soon as the new German edition of
them has been published.

Two chapters (pp. 1-199) of this
volume deal with the problems of an-
thropology, which Professor Meyer de-
fines as ' the theory of the universal
forms of human life and evolution.'
The first of these universal forms both
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